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This study gathered information in regard to the
extent to which public school districts maintaining a secondary
school either operated or planned to develop an adult education.
program. Information was gathered from all 329 public school
districts maintaining secondary schools. Of the 329 schools, 132
indicated that they had an 'adult education program, while 197
reported that they did..not have such a program, but 140 of them
indicated that they'would like to develop .an adult education pr gra.
The Study determined how many 'administrators and teachers were
involved in the adult education programs and the types of courses
which they were. 'teaching. Information was also-secured as to what
aiditional courses schools maintaining adult education programs would
like to offer as well as proposed courses which schools:would offer
if..they could develop-an Adult education program. A final question
dealt with the physical location of adult-education classes. The
study Suggests that there is a Moderate amount of adult education
activity .now underway...in Nebraska public schools and that there is
considerable interest in and a potential for additional courses in
existing programs. and .for the'development of new adult education
'programs. The study also suggests that there are .many individuals
invOlved in admtnistering and teaching in adult education for Whom
experiences injormal and' informal education activities in adult and
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STUDY OF

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS

SPRING, 1972

Background

The Department of A ult and Continuing Education, University of

Nebraska at Lincoln, has undertaken various studies for the Nebraska State

Department of Educat-on in reoard t- differing aspects of adult and continu-

ing education in Nebraska. ft wa, decided that one phase of adult educa-

tion which should be examined was the extent to which public school dis-

tricts eitiier had or planned to develop adult educationprograms and for

those schools which have, to determine the nature and preparation of staff,

type of courses offered, and other similar in ormation.

Desi_gn

In order to obtain information about these.programs a questionnai e

was designed to elicit specific information concerning varying aspects

of adult education programs within the State with a copy being sent to

each public school district which maintains a cecondary school.

The first part of the questionnaire Was desi6ned.to have the re-

spondent proVide data about the school d strict such as the name of
. th

school dittriCt and the county in which it is located). the enrollment. of

. the 'School district in g_ades nine through twe ve;whether they had an

adult education program; jle.namp of the adult. education..administrator

(if they-had one ), whether-he:was eMplOyecras. theadUlt education ad-

min. stra -or full-time, part--tiMe, or extratime-...and whether...the



administrator's educational backg ound in adult education consisted of an

advanced degree, in-service training, a course, or a comb nation of _hese,

or was without preparation in adult education.

The second part of the questionnaire asked the respondent whether an

advisory board on adult education was organized in the school district, the

number of teachers involved in teaching adults either full-time, part-time,

or extra-time, and how many teachers in each of these listings had received

an advanced degree, in-service training, a course, or

these, or were without preparation in adult education.

The third part of thequestionnaire requested the respondent to indicate

what subjects were offered in the programs currently being presented by the

,school district. If a school district was not currently offering a program

in adult education, the school was asked to indicate which of a liSt of

possible adult programs to which they would give first priority" or other

programs that they would offer but not on a "first priority' basis. If the

respondent failed:to utilizeeitherof these.choices that pa t of the question-

naire was tabulated as "no response."

combination of

Results

Ofthe 329 queStionnaires maileC all 329 were returned--a number af =er

telephone ..callS.were made requesting return- of the questionnaires. While

speCific school districtS will not be indicated on the tables, the tables-do

indicate Considerable lotal 'schools support for adult education prooramsi .

both.--..by small -school distriCts .aS Well asthote in the metropolitan areas'.

The questionnaire was not mailed to parochialschools, comMunity

junior colleges- er vocational teChnologY Schooli..:-. _It is knoWn that .several ._

-programs' of. adOlt. :education are.offered throLigh suCh institutions but this

stucikwas directed to pbblic scheol systeMsohlyi
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The intent of this repor_ is to serve as a bench-mark study as futu_e

attempts are made to gauge the progress of adult education in Nebraska. Table

shows that each enrollment category was 100% complete in retu ning the

questionnaire.

TABLE I

ENROLLMENT MA FLED

101-256 Iii
25 -500 67 67

501 -1 ow 24 24

00 - 500 8 8

Over 1500 TO

TOTAL 9

_

329

Of the 329 returns, TABLE 11 indicates that 132 schools checked they

have an adult education program wnile 197 reported they did not have an adult

education program. Of those schools which responded in the negative 140 schools

identified programs they would, like to develop while 57 gave no indication

they would like to introduce adult education courses.

Of the -329 respondents, 131 indicated they had a full-tinr pa-t-time,

or extra-time administrator for adult eduCation. Of these 131, 108 identified

the administrator while the other 23-districts wh- reported they had such a

person did not list his-name.

Table III is .an a a of the 131 administrators of adult .prpgrams.-

Sbc are rePorted to be full--time,"32 part-tiMe, 79 are wctra-ti.me, and 14..

districts did not indicate what part of-the time of the adUlt .edutation

administrator was used-in. the administration 'of- adult -education Orograms,..
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Table III also indicates that of 'he ad:inistrators whose background was

identified, seven have degrees in adult education one has in-service train-

ing in addition to an advanced degree in adult education, 23 received in-service

training, 12 hlve both a course in adult education and additional in-service

training, 26 have at least one cod se in adult education and 48 had received

no formal education in the area of adult educa_lon.
i

TABLE II

NOENROLLMENT YES
Intereste No Respo se

TOTAL

100-250

500

5 1-1000

47

4

24

river 1 0

TOTAL 329

Table IV, Advisory Board, indicates that of the 132 school Systems

having an adul_ education program, 36 have an advisory board- 83 do not

and 13 did not respond to the Cluestion.

ENROL MENT

TABLE IV
ADVISIORY BOARD

10 2 141- -110 - Over Tota
100 250 500 1000 1500 1500
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Table V indicates tha- Mere are 1 70 teachers in adult education
7

programs in the state of N braska 43 of these are reported to have received

degrees in adult educati n, 34 haVe received both a degree and in-service

training, 608 have participated in in-service training, 69 have partici-

pated in both in-service training and at least one course and 319 have

received no formal education in adult education. In the area of adult

education there are 130 full-time teachers, 723 part-time teachers,

and 408 extra-time teachers.

Table VI, Enrollment of --chools 0-100, shows that eight of the 23

programs are agriculturally oriented while the others are scattered

throughout the listing with four programs in b siness and distributive

education being the next highest in number. Arts and crafts, with 45,

was given the highest priority as a field the schools would like to offer.

Table VII, Enrollment of Schools 1001-250, also shows that agricultur-

ally oriented courses had the highest number of existing classes (29)

with young farmer and homemaking being the next highest with 12 each.

Arts and crafts and business and distributive education were tied with

41 responses each as representing the f elds they would be most interested

in offering.

Table VIII En ollment of Schools 251-500, also indicated that agri-

culturally oriented courses have the highest number of existing classes

with 19, business and distributive courses were vicond with 17, and young

farmer and homemaking tied for third with 13 each. Arts and crafts-courses-

received the highest number of responses as courses the schools would be_

most interested in offering with-.19.responses, homemaking was next with

17, and industrial and_trade education-third with 16.

Table IX Enrollment-of Schools--5014000, showS- that haMemaking courses..

are . found most frequently with,12, followed closely- by business and dis7-.-

tributive education (11) and arts and crafts (10) Business and:diStrfbutive,
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courses received the highest number of responses as classes to be offered

with eight responses, arts and crafts second with seven and health and

physical education third with six.

Table X, Enrollment of Schools 1001-1500, is composed of only 'yes"

responses Since all the schools were either offering classes or would be

interested ih offering classes. All of the courses they.wished to in ro-

duce were listed under the "first priority" category. Homemaking had the

highest number of existing classes with six responses; arts and crafts

and business and distributive education also had totals of six each.

Table XI, Enrollment of Schools: over 1500, indicated that four

exIsting courses (arts and crafts, high school completion, homemaking,

and self enrichment) each received five responses. Both high school com-

pletion and general academic courses received two responses in the "inter-

ested category."

Table XII, is a compilation of Tables VI - XI, and lists the specific

course offerings, as suggested by the questionnaire, with their frequency

count by the programs in existence, the programs haviig first priority

and the programs receiving,interest by the -six-enrollment populations

(0-100, 101-280, 251-500, 501 'WOO,' 1001-1500, and-over 1500) --From-the

section liSting the existing courses, agriculturally oriented received

the most responses with 70; from the, section -listing the--first priority

courses, Arts and crafts received the-mott responses with-24; arts and

crafts also received the-most responses -in the section listing the-

courseS sChool distr cts-were,.alsa ihterested-in-with.k. -The-courseS

that:received 1-00 or more resPonSes fn tho-sectio0JistiN-the.rautotals'

were -a_rtS -and crafts akr.ditriWttitip.education._With.

154;-,and--homemaking with 113

-fable XIII -is the-rank-order pf..cpurses_by'tfleirfreclugncy.cpqnt.iv--

tripateqory of exiStlhg-classes, firtt priority -clasSes- and interested-

13
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20in classes. A- ts and crafts business and distributive education and
homemaking are found in one -of the top four positions in all four columns,
and agriculturally oriented is in one of the four top positions in three
of the four columns. Those courses ranked at the last of the order

(without listing -"other") are reMedial music, Americanization, and

engineering and technological education with frequency counts of 27, 15,
14-, and 10 respectively. (If Americanization and remedial were also
included under adult basic-education, those three together would have a
frequency Count of 107, Making it fifth in the total column.)

Table XIV, Class Locations, was answe ed by school Systems who had
exis ing adult education courses. (yes ) and those who did not (n-). The

frequencies under the "no" columns--indicated they would use the designated

facilitieS if they had an adult education program. The "claSs location"
was defined as to the type of facility uted or woUld be used for the
adult education-program, Table XIV--indicates that fou'r classes --ere

presently being offered in-an adUlt education facility, -123 in -a secon-
dary education facility, 12 in 'an elementaryeducation facility, 12 in.

_an IndOStrial seiting and 7 in "60er" (not defined-by the respondent)!

there -were 158 class locations being_ Oed in --NebraSka f r the adult

education-program.
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SUM_ ARY

This study gathered information in regard to the extent to which

public school districts maintaining a secondary school either operated

or planned to develop an adult education program. Information was

gathered from all 329 public school districts maintaining secondary

schools. Of the 329 schools, 132 indicated that they had ah adult

education program while 197 reported that they did not have such a pro-

gram, but 140 of them indicated that they would like to develop an adult

education program.

The study determined how many administrat-rs .and teachers were in-

volved in the adult education programs and .the- types of courses-which

they were teaching. Information was also- secured at to What additional

courses Schools mai taining adult-education prOgrams woOld liRe to-Offer

aS well as_proPosed- courses which schools would offer if they could deverop

an adult education program. A final question dealt with the physical

location ofadult education classes.

The-study-suggests:that-there i- a moderate-amount of-adult eck.

-ucation- activity now .1J-11c:101,16y in :Neb--aSka. Public sehoeltr-and-that there

Is_ considerable. interest -.Wand a potential _for additional_courses in

existing .programs and for the-development of new adult education programs.

.The study also suggests that there are many individuals involved in

administering and teaching in adult education for whom OTeriences in

'formal-and informal education activities in adult and contInuing_education

would- be .desirable.

-
ERIC Clearinghouse

MAY 2 4197a

on Adult Education


